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Today’s weather 
A little 


rain. 
ga High: 55 
Low: 44 


Friday: Rain and ice, 45 | 16 
Saturday: Cold, 19 | 9 


Weather report, A2 


Metro&State 


North Royalton man 
accused of hacking 


Prosecutors accuse a North 
Royalton man of creating a 
malware program named 
“Fruitfly” that he used to 
worm its way into thousands 
of computers nationwide. A3 


Buy or rent? Cuyahoga 
County is one of a handful 
of large counties nationally 
where the monthly cost to 
buy a home is cheaper than 
renting. A3 


Nation&World 


On tape, Pilot Flying J 
officials spew racial slurs 


Some former employees of 
Pilot Flying J, the family 
business of Browns owner 
Jimmy Haslam, yelled racial 
slurs about African Americans, 
mocked the Dawg Pound and 
ridiculed the Browns’ struggles 
during an informal sales 
meeting in 2012, according to 
secretly recorded tapes played 
in court. A8 


Cost of heating, 

driving expected to rise 
Consumers will face gasoline 
and heating oil price increases 
this year despite a federal fore- 
cast for record-breaking do- 
mestic oil production. AG 


Tech show: Young entre- 
preneurs from Case Western 
Reserve University are in 
Las Vegas to display their 
innovations at CES, formerly 
known as the Consumer 
Electronics Show. AG 


Forum 


There are good things 
happening here, too 
Opinion: Sure, the world is a 
dangerous mess. But there is 
value in stepping back once 
a year or so to take note of 
genuine progress that is being 
made. A10 


Sports 


A closer look at Cavs’ 
defensive horror show 


Cavaliers coach Tyronn Lue 
gathers the team and shows 
them the first quarter of 
Cleveland’s 127-99 loss to the 
Timberwolves on Monday. He's 
hoping lessons learned can 
improve the team’s defensive 
effort. B1 


Diversions 


‘Andi Mack star says 
kids relate to series 


The Disney Channel’s latest 
star, “Andi Mack’s” Peyton Eliz- 
abeth Lee, sees the success of 
her show as being not so much 
about her, but about the series 
in general. P1 


cleveland.com 


33 indoor events for 
people who hate the cold 


This winter sea- 
son, don’t let 
Cleveland’s cold 
weather keep you 
at home. Here are some 
places to go and things to do 
indoors. Check out the list at 
cleveland.com/entertainment 
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U.S. Senate 


Trump team wants Renacci in race 


Expected to quit bid for governor, challenge Brown instead 


SETH A. RICHARDSON 
AND ANDREW J. TOBIAS 
srichardson@cleveland.com 
atobias @cleveland.com 


U.S. Rep. Jim Renacci is 
expected to announce his 
candidacy for the Senate 
this morning after being 
encouraged to enter the race 
by White House officials at a 
Wednesday meeting, accord- 
ing to multiple sources. 

Renacci, a Republican 
from Wadsworth running 
for governor, has been one 
of the most-discussed names 
for the Senate race after 


Republican 
Treasurer 
Josh Mandel 
announced 
he was 
dropping 
out last Fri- 
day, shock- 
ing Ohio 
political ob- 
servers. Mandel’s departure 
sent Republicans scram- 
bling to find a big name to 
potentially take on U.S. Sen. 
Sherrod Brown, a Democrat, 
with less than a month until 
the Feb. 7 filing deadline. 
Renacci told Cleveland 


Renacci 


radio station WTAM on 
Monday that he would 
switch from the governor’s 
race to a Senate campaign 
if President Donald Trump 
asked him to. 

Four Republican sources 
confirmed Wednesday the 
congressman had a meeting 
with senior White House 
staff, though not with the 
president. 

A source close to the 
Trump White House called 
the meeting “very positive” 
and said Renacci was en- 
couraged to run. 

Three sources said Re- 


nacci plans to announce the 
switch today. Renacci’s cam- 
paign declined to comment. 

A blessing from the White 
House would make the tran- 
sition from the gubernato- 
rial race to senatorial race 
much easier for Renacci. 

In what was once a mostly 
wide-open Republican gu- 
boratorial primary, Attor- 
ney General Mike DeWine 
and Secretary of State Jon 
Husted, the top two con- 
tenders, joined forces, sig- 
nificantly shrinking Renacci’s 
chances in a race that also in- 
cludes Lt. Gov. Mary Taylor. 


Should Renacci enter the 
Senate race, he would face a 
primary with Cleveland-area 
businessman Mike Gibbons. 

Mike Biundo, a consultant 
for Gibbons, said Gibbons 
was committed to the race. 

“Hillbilly Elegy” author 
J.D. Vance is another pos- 
sibility to enter the Senate 
race. Vance, who recently 
moved back to Ohio from 
California, has been courted 
by Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell. 

Vance, who has made 
comments criticizing 
Trump, attended meetings 
on Wednesday in Washing- 
ton to gauge the possibility 
of running. 


Sunken boat pulled from river 


LAURA JOHNSTON 


Gohnston@cleveland.com 


A large sunken fish- 
ing boat was raised from 
the Cuyahoga River on 
Wednesday with the help 
of a crane and scuba divers. 

The 40- to 50-foot boat, 
the Recovery, had been 
moored along the west 
bank of the icy river but 
came off its line early this 
month and sank in the 
last week, the Coast Guard 
said. No one was injured. 

The Coast Guard isn’t 
likely to know how the 
boat sank until it’s exam- 
ined on dry land. 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY GUS CHAN | THE PLAIN DEALER 
Above, a diver for a salvage company maneuvers around a sunken boat in the Cuyahoga River on Wednesday. 
Below, a worker atop the boat secures cables. The recovery effort took most of the day. 


Immigration 


Trump 
pillories 
ruling on 
‘Dreamers 


‘Tweet says courts 
‘broken and unfair’ 


BRIAN BENNETT 
AND Lisa MASCARO 
Tribune Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump denounced 
the federal courts Wednes- 
day as “broken and unfair” 
after a district judge in San 
Francisco issued a nation- 
wide injunction keeping pro- 
tections in place for so-called 
“Dreamers.” 

“It just shows everyone 
how broken and unfair our 
Court System is when the op- 
posing side in a case (such 
as DACA) always runs to 
the 9th Circuit and almost 
always wins before being 
reversed by higher courts,” 
Trump wrote in a tweet. 

On Tuesday night, U.S. 
District Judge William Alsup 
in San Francisco temporarily 
blocked the Trump adminis- 
tration’s decision to phase 
out the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals program, 
known as DACA, which has 
protected from deportation 
some 700,000 people who 
came to the country illegally 
as children. 

Alsup granted a request 
by the state of California, 
the University of California 
and other plaintiffs to stop 
Trump from ending DACA 
on March 5. 


SEE DACA | A8 


Cuyahoga County 


Budish kicks off re- -election bid 


Executive says he 
wants to build on 
current initiatives 


ANDREW J. TOBIAS 
atobias @cleveland.com 


VALLEY VIEW — Armond 
Budish said Wednesday he 
will seek another four-year 
term as Cuyahoga County 
executive. 

In an interview, Budish 
said he wants to continue 
to build on some of the 
initiatives he’s undertaken 
since taking office in 2014 
— reducing infant mortal- 
ity, increasing funding for 
pre-kindergarten education 
and promoting economic 
development. 

“Just starting these efforts 
doesn’t have the impact we 
could have if we don’t see 
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ANDREW J. TOBIAS | CLEVELAND.COM 
Cuyahoga County Executive Armond Budish speaks 
to supporters Wednesday in Valley View. 


them through to the end,” 
Budish said. 

Budish, a Democrat, 
made his re-election cam- 
paign official in front of a 
crowd of roughly 200 sup- 
porters, a mix of subur- 
ban mayors, members of 
Cleveland City Council and 


Cuyahoga County Council, 
political operatives, pastors 
and union members. The 
event was held at a confer- 
ence room at the Pipefitters 
Local 120 union hall in Val- 
ley View. 


SEE BUDISH | A4 


Congressional elections 


GOP proposes reform 
of redistricting process 


Dems say it won't end gerrymandering 


JACKIE BORCHARDT 
jborchardt @cleveland.com 


CoLumBus — State law- 
makers would still draw 
congressional districts, 
but would need bipartisan 
support to approve a map 
under a GOP proposal un- 
veiled Wednesday morn- 
ing. 

State Sen. Matt Huff- 
man, the Lima Republican 
behind the proposal, said 
requiring minority-party 
votes and setting new rules 
for how districts could be 
drawn are improvements 
over the current process. 

But Democrats and redis- 
tricting-reform advocates 


say the plan still allows 
for too much political ma- 
neuvering by the majority 
party. The Fair Districts 
= Fair Elections coalition 
plans to move forward with 
its proposed constitutional 
amendment. 

“What we heard, unless 
it’s significantly modified, 
is worse than we currently 
have in terms of protec- 
tion of the rights of citi- 
zens of Ohio to be fairly 
represented,” said Richard 
Gunther, an Ohio State Uni- 
versity political science pro- 
fessor emeritus who drafted 
the amendment. 


SEE DISTRICTS | A9 
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